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Arizona Achieves Milestone in Musculoskeletal Donations 
Seventy-three Arizonans donated musculoskeletal tissue for transplant in August 2014 

 

 

PHOENIX— The state of Arizona reached a landmark in August 2014, as 73 Arizonans gave the gift of 

musculoskeletal tissue donation through Donor Network of Arizona (DNA), the state's only organ procurement 

organization. Arizona's previous month-high was 69 musculoskeletal donors in February 2012.  

 

A single person who donates bone, tendons and ligaments after death can impact 50 lives through this selfless 

decision. Called musculoskeletal tissue donation, these tissues aid in many reconstructive, restorative and 

neurological surgeries. These procedures return mobility, function and independence to patients who have suffered 

from trauma or disease.  

 

Surgeries from knee reconstruction to anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) repair benefit from donated connective 

tissue. Donated bone tissue heals those with limb-threatening bone tumors, spinal injuries and oral or facial trauma 

or disease. 

 

Tim Brown, president and CEO of DNA says, "If it were not for the efforts of the organization as a whole and the 

generosity of those who say 'yes' to donation, we would not be able to meet the needs of those waiting for these 

life-changing tissues." 

 

Nathan Sherman, a medical student at The University of Arizona (U of A) in Tucson, Ariz., received a life-healing 

tissue donation while he was an undergraduate there. Sherman praises the generosity of Arizonans for achieving 

this milestone in tissue donation.  
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"A tissue donor's gift repaired my ACL injury, allowing me to return to playing college baseball at U of A," says 

Sherman. "Tissue donation helps people and even saves lives, and I am proud to see people in our state making this 

amazing decision to donate." 

 

Arizonans can sign up as registered organ, cornea and tissue donors when they apply or renew their driver’s license 

or ID at the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD). They can also become donors by signing up online at 

www.DonateLifeAZ.org or calling 1-800-94-DONOR.  
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