
 

 

 

 

 

Donor Network of Arizona saves and heals the lives of Arizonans through our dedicated and passionate work as the state’s federally designated, 

nonprofit organ procurement organization. Our job is to provide organs to save lives, tissues to heal lives and corneas to restore sight. We also provide 

public and professional education throughout Arizona to teach the community and healthcare professionals the importance and the need for organ, 

tissue and cornea donation. 
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Transplant Network Reaches Milestone 
500,000 deceased donor organ transplants performed since 1987 

 

PHOENIX—  As of May 19, 2015, the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) has coordinated 500,000 

organ transplants from deceased donors in the United States since its beginning in October 1987. Of those 

transplants, 7,754 took place in Arizona.  

 

"This milestone serves as spectacular evidence of the generosity of donors and their families who say yes to 

helping others," says Vice President of Development and Referral Services Sara Pace Jones. "Additionally, these 

many lives could not have been saved without the tireless efforts of health care partners right here in Arizona who 

care for donors and their families and the recipients of their incredible gifts." 

 

Despite this milestone, more than 123,000 across the country are waiting for the life-saving gift of an organ 

transplant, and nearly 2,400 of those are in Arizona. 

 

Today in Arizona, more than 52 percent of the adult population is registered as organ, eye and tissue donors. Last 

year, 158 Arizona organ donors saved 427 lives. 

 

"We hope this news of 500,000 transplants inspires others to share life through donation," says Jones. 

 

Arizonans can sign up as registered organ, eye and tissue donors when they apply for or renew their driver’s 

license or ID at the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD). They can also become donors by signing up online at 

www.DonateLifeAZ.org or calling 1-800-94-DONOR.  
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